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ANNUAL  MEETING.   The  time  has  cone  once  again  to  report  on  a  Concord  meeting. 
On  Saturday,  July  15th,  over  seventy  of  our  members  gathered  in  the  vestry 
of  the  First  Parish  Church  for  our  third  annual  meeting  in  the  four  years 
of  our  society  (the  1943  meeting  was  omitted  because  of  the  war).   With  Dr. 
Adams  in  the  chair,  the  meeting  was  opened  at  10  a.m.  with  reports  on  the 
events  of  the  past  two  years  by   the  president  and  the  secretary.  Mrs.  Caleb 
Wheeler  read  some  of  Adin  Ballou's  "On  Heading  Thore.au' s  Journals"  sonnets 
and  Morris  Lcngstreth  read  his  own  essay  on  "Thoreau  and  the  Thrushes."  The 
highlight  of  the  meeting  was  an  address  by  Francis  Allen  of  West  Roxbury, 
Mass.  on  the  editing  of  Thoreau' s  writings.   The  text  of  this  will  appear  in 
our  next  booklet. 

At  the  business  session,  the  nominating  committee  submitted  the  follow- 
ing slate:   Raymond  Adams,  president;  Mrs.  Caleb  Wheeler,  vice-president, 
Walter  Harding,  secretary-treasurer;  Allen  French,  Miss  Camilla  Moses,  G.  Win- 
throp  Lee  and  T.  Morris  Longstreth,  all  of  Concord  and  K.  W.L.Dana  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  the  executive  cominittee;  and  Leonard  Xlcinfield  of  Forest  Kills,  Long 
Island,  Ira  Hoover  of  Philadelphia,  Edwin  3.  Kill  of  Ysleta,  Texas,  Mrs.  John 
Lennon  of  Boulder,  Col.,  and  Mrs.  Jane  Greeley  Chapman  of  Berkeley,  Cal.  as  a 
board  of  regional  correspondents  to  stimulate  growth  of  the  society.   Since 
194-5  is  the  centennial  of  Thoreau' s  going  to  Walden,  plans  were  started  for 
a  meeting  In  Concord  next  year  if  conditions  permit.   The  society  also  added 
its  stamp  of  approval  to  Mr.  Lee's  proposal  that  a  village  university  be  set 
up  in  Concord.   Although  the  university  would  be  a  local  rather  than  a  society 
project,  it  would  seem  to  carry  out  a  suggestion  of  adult  education  that 
Thoreau  often  advocated. 

At  one  o'clock  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  nearby  Colonial  Inn  where 
a  buffet  lunch  was  served.   After  a  few  brief  comments  by   various  members, 
the  afternoon  was  devoted  to  a  tour  of  the  many  Thoreau  houses  in  Concord  (all 
well  marked  for  the  occasion  by   W.L.Conant)  and  ended  with  a  visit  to  the 
Walden  cairn.   A  great  many  of  the  visitors  remained  in  town  for  the  remainder 
of  the  week-end,  hiking  through  the  woods,  canoeing  on  the  river,  or  chatting 
on  front  piazzas.   It  is  hard  in  a  few  words  to  capture  the  spirit  of  the 
meeting,  but  all  present  agreed  that  it  was  the  best  yet. 

NEWS  FROM  THE  LOCAL  GROUPS.   One  of  the  features  of  the  July  meeting  was  the 
reports  from  our  local  Thoreau  groups.  The  Concord  group  told  of  its  monthly 
readings  from  his  works  which  have  been  conducted  for  lo,  these  many  years. 
This  winter  will  bring  forth  another  series  there. 

The  Hew  York  group  told  of  its  occasional  discussion  meetings.   It  starts 
off  this  winter's  series  with  talks  by   Guggenheim  Fellowship  winner  Madeleine 
Stern  and  hobo -philosopher  Roger  Payne  on  October  14-th. 

Have  you  thought  of  starting  a  local  group  in  your  neighborhood?   The 
secretary  '//ill  be  glad  to  send  you  a  list  of  members  in  your  vicinity. 

SUPPLEMENT.   We  are  including  with  this  issue  of  the  bulletin  a  leaflet  which 
the  secretary  had  printed  for  distribution  among  his  friends  several  years 
ago.   It  is  a  reminiscence  of  Thoreau  by  his  friend  George  William  Curtis, 
in  the  July,  1S62  HARPER'S  MONTHLY.   Printed  by   the  offset  method,  it  is  an 
exact  reproduction  of  the  original  article.   We  hope  occasionally  in  the  future 
to  issue  further  keepsakes  and  would  welcome  any  suggestions  to  that  end.      The 
secretary  has  on  hand  a  few  extra  copies  of  William  Unite's  bibliography  at 
10$5,  and  reprints  of  the  FORTUNE  article  on  Thoreau  also  at  100.   There  have 
been  donated  to  the  society  copies  of  Roland  D.  Sawyer's  essay  on  Thoreau,  the 
New  England  philosopher.   These  are  availthie  for  150  and  the  proceeds  have 
been  earmarked  for  a  "Thoreau  Memorial  Funa." 
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JOTTINGS.   Robert  L.  Riley  has  discovered  Thoreau's  simple  life  economics 
and  reported  on  it  in  his  syndicated  "Believe-It-or-Not"  cartoon  for  August 
15,  194-4 •  •  .John  Kieran  makes  frequent  reference  to  HDT  in  his  column,  includ- 
ing one  on  Thoreau's  housekeeping  (August  17,  1944).  •  •  The  Concord  Free 
Public  Library  has  recently  had  on  exhibition  a  new  bust  of  Thoreau.   Most 
frequent  opinion  was  that  while  the  head  was  Henry's,  the  beard  was  the  beard 
of  Esau.  .  .  A  Massachusetts  war  bride  discovered  that  her  husband  had  lost 
four  dollars  in  a  poker  game,  so  she  determined  to  spend  an  equal  amount  on 
herself  and  decided  on  a  copy  of  BALDEN.   May  Lamberton  Becker  (N.Y. HERALD 
TRIBUNE,  August  13,  1944)  advised  her  to  buy  the  Riverside  Edition  and  spend 
the  remaining  money  on  a  book  on  poker — or  wait  until  he  loses  ten  dollars 
and  buy  the  Limited  Editions  Club  edition.  .  .  Ann  Batchelder  (LADIES  HOKE 
JOURNAL,  September,  194-3,  p.  40)  ascribes  the  envention  of  raisin  bread  to 
Thoreau!  fie   doubt  the  honor,  thinking  raisin  bread  much  older  than  Henry.  .  . 
Dauber  &  Pine,  the  Fifth  Avenue  booksellers,  have  recently  put  on  sale  one 
of  the  largest  gatherings  of  Thoreau  books  offered  in  recent  years.   Within 
twentyfour  hours  they  had  sold  three  sets  of  his  complete  writings  in  twenty 
volumes.   The  collection  had  originally  been  made  by   a  Detroit  businessman.  .  . 
TIME  reported  (July  10,  p.  50)  that  an  acoustical  physicist,  C.A.Volf,  has  de- 
cided that  because  of  the  earth's  rotation  people  walk  most  naturally  toward 
the  east.   Back  came  a  letter  from  Portland,  Cregon's  P.  Bracken  Smith  (July 
31,  p.  6)  reminding  TIME' s  editors  that  Thoreau,  who  should  be  somewhat  of  an 
authority  on  walking,  stated  in  "  talking"  that  his  natural  bent  was  for  walk- 
ing westward. 

WORK  IN  PROGRESS.   Prof.  S.E.Leisy,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
Texas,  is  cutting  the  finishing  touches  on  a  fully  annotated  edition  of  a  WEEK 
ON  THE  CONCORD  AND  MERRIMACK  RIVERS.   He  has  succeeded  in  running  down  all- but 
two  of  the  items  mentioned  in  our  April  bulletin  and  writes,  "You  might  advise 
the  fellow  Thoreauvians  to  cease  firing  on  the  subject.  .  .  I  reckon  we  are 
winning  the  war ! " 

Your  secretary,  Walter  Harding,  and  Dr.  Carl  Bode  of  Keuka  College,  Keuka 
Park,  New  York  have  announced  their  embarking  on  a  new  edition  of  Thoreau's 
correspondence  to  include  every  letter  thay  can  discover  written  either  by  or 
to  Thoreau.   They  would  be  very  grateful  for  any  assistance  in  unearthing 
any  of  these  letters  whether  published  before  or  not. 

THOREAU  SOCIETY  BOOKLET  NUMBER  THREE.   Dr.  Adams  writes  from  Chapel  Hill  that 
our  next  booklet  will  come  out  this  fall.   It  will  contain  Mr.  Allen's  address 
mentioned  above,  an  essay  by  Edwin  3.  Hill  on  his  Thoreau  publishing  ventures, 
and  an  essay  by  Dr.  Adams  on  Dr.  Samuel  Arthur  Jones,  the  first  Thoreau  "mis- 
sionary."  These  booklets  will  be  mailed  to  all  members  of  our  society  as  soon 
as  they  are  ready.   Extra  copies  will  be  obtainable  through  Dr.  Adams. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  THOREAU. 

Anon,   "If  Thoreau  Came  Back."  BOSTON  HERALD.   July  9,  1944-  An  editorial 

on  the  Concord  meeting. 
.  -"Reminder  from  Concord."  NEW  YORK  SUN.   July  13,  1944.   An  editorial 

on  the  Concord  meeting.   It  set  off  the  following  exchange  of  letters  to 

the  editors: 

Willard,    Simon.      "Thoreau's  Deacons."     July  20,   1944. 

Kennedy,    J.R.      "Thoreau  Defended."      July  27,    1944. 

Willard,    Simon.      "Thoreau's  Assersions."      August  16,    1944. 

Hanna,    J. J.      "In  Defense  of   Walden's   Sage."      August  30,    1944. 

.•/illard,    Simon.      "Unsecluded    ..'alden."      September  16,    1944. 

_.    "Thoreau   Widely  Read,"    "From  Thoreau's    Writings,"   ''National   Thoreau 

Meeting  in  Concord  Saturday,"  and  "The  Rich  Treasure  at  Concord."   A  series 
of  articles  in  commemoration  of  the  annual  meeting. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY  (Continued) . 

Ballou,  Adin.   "Mountain  Cowbells."  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR.   August  18, 
1944- •   A  Sonnet. 

.   "Poet's  Purchase."  N.Y.HERALD  TRIBUNE.  September  26,  1944.   A  sonnet. 

.      "The    Wilderness  Is  Near."     N.Y.HERALD  TRIBUNE.      July  26,   1944.      A 

sonnet. 

Conant,  W.B.   "Thoreau's  Message."  BOSTON  DAILY  GLOBE.   July  13,  1944-   A 

letter  to  the  editors  on  the  pertinence  of  Thoreau.  A  similar  letter  by 
Mr.  Conant  was  printed  in  the  BOSTON  HERALD  for  July  9th  and  in  the  CON- 
CORD HERALD  for*  July  13th. 

Day,  Rachel  C.   "To  Be  Eaten  in  the  Wind."  NATURE  OUTLOOK.   November,  1943. 
P. 6.   On  Thoreau's  wild  apples. 

Derleth,  August.   AND  YOU,  THOREAU!   Norfolk,  Conn.   New  Directions.   N.p. 

This  long  promised  volume  contains  four  poems  on  Thoreau  in  typical  Derleth 
style.   Best  of  the  four,  probably,  is  the  letter  to  Thoreau. 

Edman,  Irwin.   "To  Henry  David  Thoreau  (After  Reading  a  Tribute  to  Kim  in  For- 
tune)." NATION,  CLIX  (September  23,  1944),  346.   A  poem. 

Emerson,  Edward  W.   LETTERS  TO  EDWIN  B.  HILL.   Ysleta,  Texas.   Edwin  B.  Hill. 

(4pp.).  Two  letters  from  Thoreau's  friend  and  biographer.   The  second  explains 
the  legend  of  Thoreau's  refusal  of  his  college  degree. 

Frost,  Ruth  H.   "Theo  Brown,  Friend  of  Thoreau."  NATURE  OUTLOOK  May,  1944. 
Pp.  15-19.   Notes  on  Thoreau's  Worcester  friend  and  possibly  the  first 
publication  of  the  third  copy  of  the  Worcester  portrait  of  Thoreau. 

Gide,  Andre.   "An  Imaginary  Interview."   NE'W  REPUBLIC.   February  7,  1944.   Gide 
tells'  of  his  early  interest  in  Thoreau. 

Harding,  Walter.   "Thoreau  and  Bird  Songs  Celestial."   AUDUBON  MAGAZINE,  XLVI, 
(July,  1944),  234-6.   Notes  on  Thoreau's  bird  lore. 

Hedgpeth,  Joel  W.   "Reenter  the  Limerick."   SAT.  REVIEW  OF  LITERATURE.   Septem- 
ber 2,  1944.   P.  16.   A  Limerick  on  Thoreau. 

Longstreth,  T.  Morris.   "On  Thoreau's  Coldness."   CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  MONITOR. 

August  25,  1944.   The  theory  presented  that  Thoreau  was  even  more  capable  of 
warm  friendly  relations  with  his  fellowmen  than  he  ever  suspected. 

McDonald,  Lawrence.   "Henry  Thoreau — Liberal,  Unconventional,  Nudist."   SUN- 
SHINE &  HEALTH.   January,  1943.   Thoreau  as  a  pioneer  nudist! 

Thoreau,  Henri  (sic)  David.   "The  Citizen's  Conscience."  THE  GIST.   Cambridge, 
Mass.   Pp. 77-79.   A  digest  of  "Civil  Disobedience." 

Thoreau,  Henry  David.   BOOKS  AND  READING.   Ysleta,  Texas.   Edwin  3.  Hill. 
(7pp.).   Quotations  from  Thoreau's  writings. 

.   FRIENDS  AND  FRIENDSHIP.   Ysleta,  Texas.   Edwin  3.  Hill.   More  quotations 

from  Thoreau's  writings. 

_.      TWO  THOREAU  LETTERS.      Ysleta,    Texas.      Edwin  3.   Hill.      1942.      Two  unpub- 
lished letters,    the   first  to   a  college  classmate,    the   second  to  a  Maine   cousin 
about  his  Maine   excursions. 

.      WALDEN.      Girard,    Kans.      Hal deman- Julius.      31pp.      A  condensed  version  of 


Thoreau's  greatest  book. 
•Wells,    Henry  W.      "An  Evaluation  of  Thoreau's  Poetry."      AMERICAN  LETERATURE, 

XVI   (May,   1944),   99-109.      One  of  the   fullest  studies  of  Thoreau's  poetry 
yet  published. 
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